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A non-negotiable threefold requirement for being a growing Christ-follower is 1) the discipline of knowing how to study the Bible in a way that makes it come alive to and those around you, 2) practicing that discipline faithfully, and 3) turning that well-practiced discipline into a habit.   This mini-series will help you do just that.

During this 2009 Christmas series, we will look at 3 different methods of Bible Study and will ‘drive them home’ by relating them to Scriptures on the Christmas story.
Personal Bible Study Methods Pt 1

The Devotional Method of Study
(Adapted from "Personal Bible Study Methods" by Rick Warren)

Christmas 09 Passage:  Matthew 1:18-25
What is the Devotional Method of Bible Study?

Definition:  Prayerfully meditating on a passage until the Holy Spirit shows you a way to practically apply its truth in your own life in a way that is personal, practical, possible and measurable.  The goal is grounded in James 1:22, which says,   "Do what God's teaching says; when you only listen and do nothing, you are fooling yourselves." (NCV)

Application of God's Word
APPLICATION:  Concluding & doing what God wants me to do.  

What changes are required in my....

F aith? - What do I need to believe or stop believing?

R elationships? - What relationships do I need to work on?

A ttitudes? - What thinking needs to change?

M inistry? –  How should I be doing?

E fforts? - What do I need to start or stop doing?

Steps to Practical Application:

1) PRAY for Insight

2) MEDITATE on the passage
Meditation:  Reading a passage, & thinking about it in several different ways.

a) Visualize the scene of the narrative.

b) Emphasize the different words in the passage

2 Cor. 9:7     You must each make up your own mind as to how much you should give. Don't give reluctantly or in response to pressure. For God loves the person who gives cheerfully. (NLT)

c) Paraphrase the verse into your own words, i.e. The Living Bible and The Message.

d) Personalize the passage with pronouns.

2 Cor. 9:7   "  _______________ must make up _________________ own mind as to how much ____________________ should give. _________________ shouldn't give reluctantly or in response to pressure. For God loves ________________ being one who gives cheerfully. "

e) Use ‘spacepets’  acrostic.  Ask:  "Is there any.....

S in to Confess?

P romise to claim?

A ttitude to change?

C ommand to obey?

E xample to follow?

P rayer to pray?

E rror to avoid?

T ruth to believe?

S omething to praise God for?

f) Pray the passage back to God.  For example….
2 Cor. 9:7     Father, help me to faithfully use Your guidelines of giving to make up my own mind as to how much I should give. Help me to give with proper motives, with eagerness and willingly.  Help me not to give pressure to give, for this is not Your will.  Thank you for loving for your people to be cheerful givers.  Help me to be a cheerful giver.  Amen. 
3) Write out an application.

Application should be....

a) P ersonal, i.e. "I need to....."

b) P ractical, i.e.  "I need to lose some weight."

c) P ossible, i.e.  "I need to lose 10 pounds."

d) P rovable, i.e.  "I need to lose 10 pounds before the end of the month."

4) Memorize a key verse from the passage.

Choose a verse that best summarizes the passage.

Personal Bible Study Methods Pt 2

The Chapter Summary Method of Study

(Adapted from "Personal Bible Study Methods" by Rick Warren)

Christmas ‘09 Passage:  Luke 2
Trivia:  Bishop Stephen Langton (1150 – 1228) is believed to have added chapter divisions in the Bible

There are 1189 chapters in the Protestant Bible.

Definition:  The Chapter Summary Method involves reading a chapter through 5 times, asking a series of content questions, and then summarizing the main premises of the chapter.

PROs of the Chapter Summary Method:

Easy to learn.

Time requirements are light.

No outside references are required.

Useful when doing rapid reading plan.

Reading the Passage

Tips for reading through the chapter 5 times:

Use a Bible without notes.

Read through without stopping.

Use multiple contemporary translations.

Read it aloud to yourself.

Ten Steps to the Chapter Summary:

CAPTION: Write out a brief, descriptive title.

CONTENTS:  List major points in the chapter.

CHARACTERS:  Identify the most important people in the chapter.

CHIEF VERSE:  Write the verse that summarized the chapter or speaks to you.

CRUCIAL WORD(S):  Write down the key words in the chapter.

CHALLENGES:  List difficulties you have with the passage.

CROSS-REFERENCES:  Check the cross-references passages in your Bible.

CHRIST EMPHASIS:  Answer, “What can I learn from this chapter about the nature of God the Father, Jesus the Son, or the Holy Spirit?”

CENTRAL LESSON(S): Write major insights and lessons.  Ask ”What does God want to teach me from this chapter?”

CONCLUSION:  Summarize the application(s) of the chapter.

Chapter Summary Method Form

	Chapter:

Pray                                   _____ Check when done

Read 5 Times:                   _____ Check when done

	1. Caption (title)



	2. Contents:



	3. Characters (Key People):



	4. Choice Verse:



	5. Crucial Word(s):




Chapter Summary Method Form

	6. Challenges:



	7. Cross-References:



	8. Christ Emphasis:



	9. Central Lesson(s):



	10. Conclusion (personal application):




Personal Bible Study Methods Pt 3

The Biographical Method of Study

(Adapted from "Personal Bible Study Methods" by Rick Warren)

The Goal:  Find out what made the individual’s life a success or a failure.

Recommended Tools:

Study Bible

Exhaustive Concordance 

Topical Bible

Bible Dictionary or Encyclopedia

Keys to a Successful Study:

a) Start with a simple study.

b) Live with the subject during the study.

c) Don’t confuse different  people with the same name, i.e John the Baptist, John the Apostle, John Mark.

d) Use all the names that apply to one character, i.e. Jacob, Hananiah, Mishael & Azariah

e) Avoid all extra-Biblical books until Bible references are exhausted.

Steps to Complete This Study:

1) Select Biblical person you wish to study

2) List all Biblical references about the person

3) Write down first impressions. (Reading 1)

4)  Make a chronological outline. (Reading 2)

5)  Get some insights into the person. (Reading 3)

6) Identify  character qualities. (Reading 4)

7) Show how additional truths come to light.

8) Summarize the main lessons of the life.

9) Write a personal application.

10) Make the Study transferable.

The Biographical Method of Study

	Pray                              _____ Check when done



	Name



	     Biblical references 



	First impressions 



	Outline of Life



	     General Insights 




The Biographical Method of Study 

	Character Qualities Identified



	Biblical Truths Illustrated



	Summary of Lessons from Life



	Personal Applications



	Transferable Concepts




